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TO THE 
WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR, 
IJ UR AT S, 
COMMON COUNCIL MEN, 
AND OTHER 
GENTLEMEN AND INHABITANTS, 
OF THE I 


KING'S TOWN AND PARISH OF 


| THIS 
S. & R MM © NM 
Is, with great Reſpect, 


And as a public Teſtimony both of his 
Gratitude and Duty, 


INSCRIBE D, 


By their moſt Obliged, and 


Faithful Humble Servant, 


John Denne. 
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1 Tim. II. Part of thetſecond Verſe. * 


— That we may lead a quiet and peaceable 
life, in all godlineſs and honeſty. 


* Ve * 


9 $4924 PHE great ends and uſes of Civil Govern- 
© a6). ment are in this paſſage of holy Scrip- 
kW, „ ture repreſented to our view: and we 
ee | þ of W . . 
SIC cannot draw a more juſt and amiable 
picture of national happineſs, than when 
every member of the community acts under the in- 
fluence of Religious Principles. 


To behold the Magiſtrates zealous in their en- 
deavours for the maintenance of virtue, and the diſ- 
couragement of vice; to behold them ſtudying, on 
all occaſions, to promote the peace and welfare of 
thoſe who are committed to their ch arge; to ob- 
ſerve ſubjects animated with a ſpirit of true piety 

B towards 
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towards Gop, of dutiful affection to the King, and 
of benevolence to all men; theſe are circumſtances 
which muſt elevate the coldeſt heart to joy; and 
make our prayers both ſincere and fervent, for the 
5 continuance of ſuch ineſtimable bleflings. 


IM AM o the various ſyſtems of government in 
1155 8 world, perhaps there is no one better framed, in 
its original inſtitution, to anſwer theſe good ends, 
than that under which we live. Our Kings have 
power ſufficient to govern us well: and are only re- 
ſtrained, in the exerciſe of it, from deſtroying our 
Liberties, and extirpating our Religion. We enjoy 
as wiſe and full a proviſion for our freedom as is 
conſiſtent with our welfare. The civil privileges we 
poſſeſs, and the purity of our eſtabliſhed Religion, 
leave us no room to envy the lot of others, or to re- 
pine * Our on. 


ALL. men have the blefſ ing of ili pd Go D 
in the way which they think moſt a greeable to his 
word, and to the dictates of their own conſciences, 
however tender or ſcrupulous. We reap the labours 
of our hands, the fruits of our honeſt induſtry, and 
are ſecured in the inheritance of our fathers. We 
Kings iv. ve every one under our own vine, and under our own 
ö sg tree; neither harraſſed by oppreſſion, nor afflicted 

unto death by any of the cruel tortures which a 
i deviliſh head, and an inhuman heart may deviſe and 
execute, We are not expoſed to the violences of ar- 


| bitrary power. We are not forced to ſubmit to the 
unre- 
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unrelenting rigours of Superſtition: nor are given 
up a prey to che wild ſallies of an enthuſiaſtic en 


Wu v are. we not then a happy, hy are we not 
at leaſt a contented people? Why are we continual- 
ly at ſtrife and variance with — other? Why are 
we fond of indulging that diſpoſition of mind which 
is deſtructive of every joy and comfort in ſociety. 

We can, for certain, never introduce a perfect unifor- 
mity of principles and ſentiments; why then are 
we ſo little inclined to follow the geen Which make 
for our common na 


THz en 1 in wrath is; not. 4hit y we. vatit-a 

form of government well balanced; not that we 

want a King who makes the law the conſtant rule 

of his actions, and whoſe throne is, in the ſtricteſt prov. xx. 
ſenſe, upholden by mercy. But the fault, I fear, is in ** 
ourſelves, in our on Jufts and paſfons : or in our 
ſelf-intereſted views; in a diſcontented mind, and a 
reſtleſs ſpirit z which - incline us to be nurmurers jam. iv. i. 
and complainers, to forget paſt diſtreſſes, and paſt de. Jude s. 
liverances: and to be inſenſible of the mercies we 
ought to an ay wah nf ot 


| | Ee * often been more ruinous to this 
nation, than adverſity itſelf. We think that we are 
in no danger of loſing our bleſſings, becauſe we are 
poſſeſſion of them: and therefore we do not guard 


WL with vigilance and prudence ainſt eve 
ſecret or diſtant ee . bs * 


—_ 7 We 
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Wx are preſerved from the miſeries of tyranny, 
bor we are in ſubjection to our own unruly wills and 
paſſions. We are treated with gentleneſs and mode- 
ration, but are nevertheleſs unmindful that our hap- 
pineſs depends upon mutual candor : and the ſub- 


Eph.v.21. mitting ourſelves one to another, as well as to the higher 
n—_— ROWE, winch are ordained of Gop. 


Bo T the proſernt aſſembling of onirſelves together 
| calls upon me more eſpecially, to bring the great 
i duties, (which are contained in the text) home to 
the conſciences of thoſe who hear me: and J hope, 
nay, I am confident, from what I have already ex- 
perienced, that you will hear with candor, and 
judge with impartiality, of what I ſhall ſay, upon a 
ſubject with which our public and Prone happinek 
18 G r connected. 


* Sf 14 — 


IX may be die to determine, hows much 
the ſaf ety. of every civil ſtate, as well as its moral 
and religious improvements, are promoted and eſta- 
bliſhed, by the virtue and prudence of its Governors; 
but certainly, we can never hope to lead a quiet and 
peaceable hfe, in all godlineſs and honeſty, unleſs thoſe 
who are in authority, will continually attend upon 
this great buſineſs of their office; and execute with 
due ſtrictneſs, ' thoſe righteous laws, which were 

Pet. i. deſigned for the puniſhment of evil-doers,, and for the 
praiſe of | them that do well. We can never hope 
to ſee virtue flouriſh, and . righteouſneſs increaſe, 

unleſs Rulers protect the good, and encourage the 

reli- 
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religious. For this reaſon, Superiors are inveſted 
with dignity, and diſtinguiſhed with honours ; for 
this reaſon all the ſubordinate ranks of men are re- 
minded and commanded by the Apoſtles of CurisT, 
that they ſhould be /#bje# to the higher prowers ; that Rom.xxii 
they ſhould not only honour the Kine as ſupreme, * 
and all that are in authority under him, but likewiſe 
offer up conſtant prayers, imterceſſins, and giving of 1 1 Tim. ii. 
thanks, for the prof} perity of thoſe who are either 
| choſen or appointed to govern them. For his is 
good and acceptable, in the fight of God our Savi- Ver. 3. 
our. Theſe are the moſt effectual means of pro- 
moting peace and godlineſs, and of drawing down 
the bleſſings of heaven upon the corhfumaiity to winch 
we vas. FN * 


Tux Magiſtrate Idea; himself will find it no 
eaſy taſk to diſcharge his duty with uprightneſs and 
chearfulneſs; unleſs he avoid giving the leaſt umbrage 
to ſtrife and diſcontent, or any countenance to lux- 
ury and profaneneſs. He will find it no eaſy taſk 
to remove the prejudices of the weak, and to ſilence 
the complaints of the mifinformed ; to ſecure the li- 
berty of the people, and at the ſame time not to im- 
pair his own authority. No Magiſtrate will be 
able to do all this, much leſs will the moſt ſanguine 
have reaſon to expect, that his labours for the pub- 
lic good will be crowned with ſucceſs, unleſs his 
counſels and actions are directed by ſuch principles, 
as will entitle him to the protection and favour of 


the righteous Governor of the world. 
I. The 


- ». at 7 . — 
. 


IO 


Prov. xvi. 
24. 


Prov. xiv. 
34+ 


Rom. 11. 


Rom. V. 


14. 
— XI, 4. 
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I. Tux firſt and moſt neceſſary ſtep, therefore, to 
the peace and proſperity of every ſtate, is, that the 
Magiſtrate ſnould have a deep ſenſe of true Religion 
imprinted on his mind. It is an abomination for 
thoſe, who are placed over the inferior ranks of 
men, to commit wickedneſs. It is not only out of 
character, but inexcuſable, for perſons to be en- 
ſlaved to Vice, who ought to be the patrons of Vir- 
tue. No civil polity can be ſupported in its full 
perfection, but upon the baſis of Religion; and 
every nation is exalted and eſtabliſhed by vigbteouſneſi. 


Tuo therefore that ruleſt another, ruleſt thou 
not thyſelf? Thou that inflicteſt puniſhinents up- 
on others for their evil deeds, art not thou aſhamed, 
if not afraid to do the ſame? Can you flatter your- 
{elf with eſcaping the cenſure and condemnation of 
the world, (though you may evade that of the law) 
if you n after the ſimilitude of others, on whoſe 
tranſgreſſions, you are by your office a miniſter and 
revenger of Go to execute his wrath ? 06 


II is not to be diſſembled, that the Religion and 


Polity of governments, have generally the ſame pe- 


Pſal. xviii. 
* 


riod. If civil Rulers have not weight ſufficient to 
reſtrain the floods of ungodly men: or if they will 
not put the laws in full force, which are with rea- 
{on good enacted for the puniſhment of Wickedneſs, 
and tor the ſupport of Chriſtianity; very comfort! 


18 
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is the proſpect, and very fatal muſt be the event. 
Magiſtrates themſelves will ſoon be ſenſible, that they Pal. hai. 
bear the ſword of ſtate in vain, and without honour, “ 

if they exerciſe not that of juſtice in puniſbing the un- 

godly and wrong-doer. The moſt earneſt diſcourſes 

from this place would too often fail of their defired 

effect, did not the ſanctions of the Legiſlature pre- 

vail over the vices of the Subject: and did not the 
penalties of the laws awe the mukkitude to obedience; 

when they are broken looſe from all ſenſe of their 

duty, and may be truly ſaid, to live without Gob, or Eph. i. 12. 
his fear, in the world. | 


Bur farther; a Ruler muſt himſelf be thoroughly 
convinced of the real excellency of Religion, and 
feel, with Solomon, that her ways (as well as thoſe of r iii, 
Virtue) are wa ys of pleaſantneſs and peace, before he '/ 
will maintain her cauſe. with zeal and ſtedfaſtneſs. 
He muſt be ſatisfied from his own mind, as well as 
the experience of others, that RicuTEousNEss' ex- Prov. xiv. 
alteth the credit of a nation, and Six is the laſting 3+ 
reproach of any people, before he will exert his en- 
deavours to extirpate the one, and to promote the 
other. When this once becomes the caſe, it will give 
him a real concern to ſee his country overwhelmed | 
with licentiouſneſs, and ruined by debauchery ; to 
ſee the inhabitants weakned by ſloth, and enervat- 
ed by drunkenneſs; to ſee. them provoking the 
wrath of heaven by their Infidelity, and tempt- 
ing the almighty by diſſolute Swearing and Profane- 
neſs. He will then employ all his power, for conſci- 

ence- 
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ence-ſake, to reform the manners of thoſe over whom 
he is placed, to bring their minds back to a ſenſe of 
every duty towards Gop and towards man; and, if 
poſlible, to a regular obſervance of it. 


Tuts is the reaſon why Solomon aſſures us, upon 

his own obſervations and trials, that when the 71g - 
Prov.xxix. feous are in authority, the people rejoice, Their good 
* adminiſtration will render them bleſſings to the 
community. They will be honoured in their genera- 
Eccl. xliv, Tions, and be deemed the glory of therr times, The 
people will tell of their wiſdom, and the congregation 
will ſhew forth their praiſe : and when their bodies 

are buried in peace, they will leave a name behind them, 

that their praiſes may be reported; yea, their name 

21ll live for evermore, Whereas, when the wicked 
beareth rule, the people mourn. This awakens the 
concern, and alarms the fears of the good and righ- 

teous, and gives them reaſon to apprehend, that the 

cauſe of Virtue and Chriſtianity cannot be ſafe, 

where the hve of God waxeth cold; where iniquity a- 
boundeth ; where diforder and confuſion prevail: and 

when thoſe who ſhould defend it, are themſelves irre- 
ligious, corrupt, and to every good work reprobate, or act 

Tit. i. 16. in their ſeveral offices, not as pleaſing Gop but men. 


Ir the fountain is not pure, how can we expect 
that the ſtreams which flow from it will be ſalutary? 
And if the peſtilence has ſeized the head, or the 
heart, how can the other parts of the body eſcape 


infection? 
IN 
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Is whatſoever light we conſider it, the good of 
ſociety will be greatly promoted by the conduct and 
example of thoſe who preſide over it. If Magiſtrates 
are not, in their-own hearts, friends to Virtue and 
Piety, righteouſneſs will not go before them: neither — 
will it direct their going in the way. v. 43. 


II. Bur ſecondly; A good Magiſtrate will have a 
great love for juſtice and equity. He that ruleth in 2 Sam. 
the fear of the Lord will be juſt; he will be exact in 5: 
rendring to all what is their due. He will never be Rom. xiii. 
influenced by partiality, or biaſſed by affection. He 7- 
will never. accept the perſon of the wicked, or overthrow Prov. xviii. 
the righteous in judgment. It is the trueſt glory of 5: 
a man to have been faithful to his truſt ;' as it will 
be a laſting blemiſh on his character, if he has op- 
preſſed. the Indigent, or ruined the Induſtrious by 


his authority. | 


THERE are, it is very certain, many windings, 
perils, and precipices in the paths of honour and 
power, wherein no man can walk ſurely, ſafely, and Prov. x ;. 
without falling, if he walt not uprigbtly and circum- Pk. 15: 
ſpeftly : nor can any Magiſtrate well diſcharge his 
office, unleſs he act uniformly upon principles of 
true Religion and Virtue, with ſound wiſdom and dif- 
cretion ; but then, as Solomon obſerves, he ſhall walk Prov. iii. 3 | 
in bis away ſafely, and his foot ſhall not fumble. ut, 5: 


Bor then there are ſeveral reflections to animate 
men in their honeſt and virtuous labours, and to 
| C 5 deter 
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deter them from engaging in any unjuſt purſuits, 
For if once the ſtricteſt juſtice is diſregarded, if the 
pſal. xi. 3. foundations of equity are caft down, and the great 
ends of government neglected, or perverted ; the 
conſequence 1s clear, that all things will be out of 
courſe ; the bonds of civil ſociety mult be broken: 
and its happineſs ſoon come to an end, ſeeing every 
ſtep will lead us nearer to a ſtate of anarchy and 
confuſion. But a juſt Ruler is uniformly governed 
by the dictates and laws of Truth and Virtue. The 
Foy iv. path of the juſt is as the ſhining light, which ſhineth 
„ Sam. more and more unto the perfect day. He is as the Agb. 
xx.ii. 13. of the morning, when the ſun ariſetb. He 1s 
throughly ſenſible, that nothing can add ſtability to 
his government, or ſecure the good order and peace 
of it, but a conſtant regard to, and a warm zeal for, 
the common principles of juſtice and equity. The 
favour of men is deceztful, their good-will is preca- 
rious, and the breath of their teen liable to be 
blown away by every wind. Has chief deſire, there- 
fore, is to approve himſelf to his Gop, whoſe mini/- 
ter be is; and who judgeth not as Man judgeth. He 

is ſatisfied that 3 belt part of his reward 
2 Cor. i. upon his own upright conduct, and his rejorceng is 
'**  . this, the teſtimony of his own conſcience, that in ſim- 
plicity and godly ſincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but 
by the grace of GoD, be has both had his comverſation, 
and done his duty as a Magiſtrate, in the world. Hz 
* xvi. that is faithful in that which is leaſt, will be faithful 
= alſo in much: and he that is unjuſt in the leaſt, will be 
unjuſt allo in much. If therefore he has not been 


Faithful in theſe ſmaller truſts and offices, can he ex- 
pect 
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pect to have the true riches committed to his charge: 
or to be recompenced with a more honourable ſta- 


II. ANOTHER branch of a good Magiſtrate's cha- 
racter is to promote peace, and to root out, as far 
as lies within his power, all the ſeeds of ſtrife and 
diſſention, among the people under his care. For 


Joo in peace of them that make peace. 


Civil Government, indeed, lays a burden on thoſe 
who are inveſted with it, if the duty is faithfully 


diſcharged. But will not the burden appear eaſy and _ xi. 


light to a good-natured and compaſſionate man ? as 
his office may give him an opportunity to decide diſ- 
putes and controverſies with prudence, to allay the 
ferments of paſſion, and to ſpread a ſpirit of univerſal 
candor and benevolence around him. He will fol- 
low the example of Meſes, that eminent Ruler and 
Lawgiver. Though he may not be able to ſet the 
contending parties at one en Pra , he will, however, 
remind them of their own obligations, with the ſame 
gentle admonition, Sixs, 77 are brethren, auby do * 255 vii. 
wrong one to another? 


TH1s is a very letting and amiable nifture of a 
good Ruler. He cannot diſcharge the office, with 
which he 1s entruſted, more faccefofully for the 
glory of Gop, the author of peace, and not of con- 1 Cor. 
Fuſron: He cannot more deſervedly acquire the good- * 
will and reſpect of the community, if men ſeriouſly 
conſider, what a ſad ſtate of things is introduced 


C2 into 


tion, at the reſurrection of the Juſt? 2 xiv, 


we may be aſſured, that the Fruit of righteouſneſs. * 


2 = "> rey — — - =_” 
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Gal.v.20. 


Pſal.lxv.7. 
IXXX1X.9. 
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into the world, when pride and envy, ill-natured 
jealouſies, and peeviſh diſtruſts, deſtroy the kind in- 


fluences of Virtue, Religion, and good neighbour- 


hood. For I know not how human life can poſſibly 
be painted in ſtronger attitudes of miſery and diſtreſs, 
than when mankind are repreſented in a ſtate of 


. enmity — hateful, and bating one another — endea- 
' vouring to cut aſunder the bonds of peace, and to 


exclude mutual forbearance and mutual candor. 


Bxs1Des, if once a violent ſpirit of variance, ſtrife, 
and emulation is raiſed, if once the beautiful proſpect 
of national happineſs becomes clouded over, no one 
can tell what fatal effects may follow. We can no 
more pretend to govern the boiſterous tempers of 


the multitude, or to ſtop the riotous ſallies of uni- 


verſal licentiouſneſs, than we can rule the raging of 
the ſea, or ſtill the waves thereof when they ariſe. 


Tur ſpirit I am now ſpeaking of, is often the 
ſource of real and aggravated injuries, which a pru- 
dent Magiſtrate will endeavour to prevent by timely 
caution ; but if it goes not ſo far, yet it generally 
ends in the utter diſſolution of private friendſhip, 
and good neighbourhood. The turmoil of perpe- 
tual animoſities makes us forgetful of every tender 
and generous tie: and baniſhes all paſt ſentiments 
of kindneſs and humanity. We hate thoſe whom 
we ſhould love: and offend thoſe whom we ſhould 
oblige. We perſecute with an undiſtinguiſhing zeal 
and warmth, thoſe who are not evi minded, but have 


only the misfortune to differ from us, in their judg- 


ments of perſons and things. Nay, generally in the 


_ confuſion, our beſt friends and benefactors ſuffer too. 


A 
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A PRUDENT Magiſtrate, therefore, foreſeeing the prov. xxii. 
evil, is the more zealous in his endeavours to ſtop 3: 
the bad conſequences of theſe civil diſorders. He is | 
ready to pour oil into any wounds that remain uncloſ- Luke x. 
ed; to conceal every paſt infamy : and to blot out ** | 
the remembrance, even of every paſt imperfection, 
as well as of all tranſgreſſian. He knows how plea- Pſalm 
ant and joyful a thing it is to dwell together in unit; 
and acts upon this ſteady principle, that he cannot 
confer a greater happineſs upon his fellow citizens, 
than by reſtoring among them the Sing of peace, Pal. xxix. | 
and following earneſtly thoſe things which make for it, Rom. xiv. 

BY +> | 19. 

BurT it concerns all of us to remember at the ſame 
time, that the zeal and vigilance of an upright Go- | 
vernor will not be effectual, unleſs we all join with | 
one heart and one mind in this good work. And 
therefore ſuffer me to exhort all who hear me, to 
tranſcribe the-excellent advice of St Paul into their 
own lives and converſations : Let all bitterneſs, and Eph. iv. 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil-ſpeaking, be 332 | 
put away from you, with all malice : and be ye kind | 
one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, [ 
even as Gop, for CaRIsT's ſake, hath forgiven you. ö 


IV. Ir is highly requiſite that men in authority | 
ſhould be endued with a public ſpirit, and directed 
on all occaſions by an unalterable regard to the ge- 
neral intereſt of the ſociety. This is, I own, a very 
hard and difficult province; becauſe the private paſ- 


| 

5 

ſions of men are the moſt dangerous enemies with | 
which 


Rom. X111. 
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which they are obliged to ſtruggle. We muſt keep 
** e guard upon our own hearts. | 


A FAITHFUL and cette Magiſtrate will 
never ſuffer any little diſappointment, or wanton 
deſire of more extenſive power, to break in upon his 
good deſigns: and to ſully the honour which he has 
obtained by an upright diſcharge of his office. This 
be far from him. The only ends of civil govern- 
ment are to ſerve the public, and to promote the 
peace and happineſs of mankind ; to encourage the 
Virtuous by rewards, and to reclaim the Profligate 
by ſeaſonable puniſhments. A Ruler, therefore, will 
bear the ſword in vain, he will not be faithful to the 
truſt repoſed in him by the higher powers, if he be 
kd by any private intereſt to betray it; —if ambition 
or covetouſneſs are his prevailing paſſions, if any 
mean 'or fordid views pervert his good intentions; 
and make him corrupt or negligent; he will then 
not only be ſelf-· accuſed, but condemned by the whole 
world. Whereas, if his conduct be quite the re- 
verſe, he may reaſonably expect the re rewards 
of unblemithed virtue, and uncorrupted integrity; 
the approbation of all good men, and the comfort- 
able preſages of Divine favour and recompence.— 
Should he be ſurrounded with difficulties and diſtreſ- 
ſes, even then his rejoicing may ſtill be the teſtimony 
of his conſcience, that in fimplicity and godly fince- 


i. rity, he has had his converſation in the world. 


UroN 
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UeoN theſe principles, and with theſe views, he 


will be reſolved, whatever he does, to keep his eye 


fixed upon the general advantage of the ſociety. He 
will never ſuffer any felfiſh conſiderations to make 
him loſe ſight of the public good. He will be zeal- 
ous, at all times, in the ſupport of Virtue, and the 
diſcouragement of Vice. He will be careful to guard 
all thoſe dangerous avenues which lead to profane 
Swearing, Infidelity, Atheiſm, and Blaſphemy. He 
will check the daring, and animate the modeſt. - He 
will take care that the lower ranks of people, under 
his direction, ſhall be induſtrious, honeſt, and peace- 
able: and above all, he will do what lies in his 
power, from many conſiderations, to prevent the 
dreadful effects of thoſe pernicious liquors, which 
abſolutely ruin the health, deſtroy the morals of the 
poor: and certainly give riſe to thoſe frequent rob- 
beries and-cruel murders, which ſtain the annals of 
the profent age *. 


Danes 4 are ſome of the moſt likely methods by 
which -Magiſtrates may diſcharge their office to the 
glory of Gop, and to the honour as well as proſpe- 
rity of Civil Government. By the influence of this 
exemplary conduct, men may 
peaceable. lives, in all godlineſ and wy 


LASTLY, A good Magiſtrate, not ** for the 
peace and happineſs of ſociety, but for conſcience- 
ſake, 

® See the religiou 
to the Drinkers of Gin, and other Spirituous Liquors, Page 13, &c, 


hope to lead quiet and 


s and philoſophical Dr Halt's excellent Admonition 
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ſake, will be ſincere in his allegiance and loyalty to 
the Kine, as ſupreme : and uniformly ſtedfaſt in a 
dutiful ſubmiſſion to his government. He will never 
taint the ſpring from whence not only his autho- 
rity, but his happineſs, not only his honour, but 
his protection flow. As he 1s diſtinguiſhed, above 
the reſt of his fellow- ſubjects, by ſeveral privileges 
and immunities, ſo will he not be the more thank- 
ful to the hand that upholds him in them? Will 
he not be ready, on all occaſions, to diſcourage and 
ſuppreſs thoſe who foment diviſions, who ſpeak evil 
of the KING, and do all that they can to leſſen him 
(moſt undeſervedly) in the eſteem and affections of 
his People ? If he is backward in the diſcharge of 
his duty, and ſlow to puniſh offences of this kind, 

he is certainly not the miniſter of Gop t us for 


good. He ſhould moreover ſeriouſly conſider, what 


a load of guilt he treaſures up in his mind againſt 
thoſe ſolemn moments, when he. will be little able 
to lift up his head, or to ſupport himſelf, when con- 
demned of his own. conſcience upon ſuch articles. 


As to this nation, indeed, in the general, neither its 
People, nor its Magiſtrates and Governors, have ever 
been wanting in the juſt defence of their rights, liber- 
ties, and property, againſt any attempt upon them, 
however diſtant, or imaginary. And yet are we not 
apt to grow ſupine and negligent in the enjoyment of 
eaſe and plenty? Are we not oftentimes the ſport 
of our own paſſions? And is it not a diſtinguiſh- 


ing mark of the preſerit age, that even poverty is 
| become 
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and diſtreſſed, no ſooner do we feel the hand of an 
oppreſſive power at home, or the unjuſt attacks of a 


become luxurious? But no ſooner are we afflicted 
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foreign war, but the /pirit of our W N is revived. Gen. xlv. 


In times of imminent diſtreſs, the cauſe of liberty? 


is ſupported-with the moſt undaunted courage, and 
determined reſolution. We expreſs our abhorrence 
of Superſtition, and our averſion to Slavery : and a 
zeal for Religion, with a ſerious diſpoſition to what 
is holy, juſt, and good, ſpreads itfelf through all che 
different ranks and orders of men among us. 


IT is impoſſible, I own, in the natural courſe of 
things, but offences muſt happen; and there will al- 
ways ariſe a difference of ſentiments, while we are 
in this body, and ſubject to the paſſions and imper- 
fections of a mortal life. The beſt balanced govern- 
ment, like the beſt men, will have failings in their 
conſtitution and temper. There are evils and in- 
conveniencies which no human foreſight can pro- 
vide againſt, no N entirely remove. 


How EER, let us be exceeding cautious not to 
aggravate matters. Let us ever judge of perſons 
and actions with temper, equity, and moderation. 
It is very unpleaſing to a worthy and generous mind 
always to be finding fault. It is a much greater ſa- 
tisfaction to repair what is amiſs, and to bring good 
out of evil. Let us never talk without knowledge, 
and never determine in any caſe without ſufficient 
examination. Let us not be too confident on ſlight 

D grounds, 
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grounds, and always take care to be well informed 
before we condemn or cenſure our neighbours. Let 
Phil. i. 27. Our converſation herein be, as becometh the goſpel of 
Cur1sT, and the doctrine of thoſe who have gone 
before us in our holy faith. Let us be at all times 
Rom. xii. Aindly affectionate one to another, with brotherly love. 
Phal f. z. Let us even efteem others better than our ſelves e and all 
Pet. ii. of us join in fearing Gop, and bauquring the King. 
Ver. 16. Let us be as free, but let us never aſe aur liberty for 
a cloke of maliciouſneſs. As true ſervants of Gop, let 
us ſubinit ourſelves to every legal ordinance of man 


for the LoRD's ſake. 


Bes1Des, if we look back i into o the Kiftorids ef « our 
own and other nations, we ſhall ſee the ſad effects of 
party violence, and of a perſecuting zeal, ſet forth 
in ſuch lively deſcriptions, as muſt ſtrike every eye, 
and touch every heart. "Theſe things are recorded for 
our admenition, left we ſhould mcur both the guilt 
and puniſhment of like tranſgreſſions. 


BuT whatever our private differences are, we 
ſhould never carry them ſo far, as to make them of 
any weight, where the public good is conceryed. 
Here we ſhould all unite with one heart, and with one 
| ul. No perſonal animofities,or diĩſappointments even 
of our moft ſanguine hopes, fhould ever interfere 
with, much leſs render of none effect, the generdl 
obligations which we owe to our country. No jea- 
louſies and difcontents ſhould alienate our affeckions 
from our true mtereſt. Whatſoever are our ſenti- 

ments 
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ments upon other ſubjects, we ſhould be zealous in 


the ſupport, not only of his preſent Majeſty's title 
and government ; but alſo of his deſigns and endea- 


vours for the preſent proſperity of his people, as well 
as for continuing to them the bleſſing of the Proteſ- 


tant Succeflion in his Royal Houſe ; ſeeing under 


that alone we have the higheſt degrees of probability, 
dare een e fee eee | 


Bur to conclude —— The return of this ſeaſon 
calls to our memories tuo very ſignal deliverances 
from Popery, and its inſeparable companion, Arbi- 
trary Power: and we ſhall reap great advantage 
from the return, if we fix deep in our minds the 
following truths, which have been long confirmed 
to us by the wiſeſt obſervations and experience, 
That our religious and civil conſtitution is expoſed 
to great danger by the ſmalleſt advances to Popery; 
Wat the policy of the church of Rome has ever been 
employed in ſullying the glories of the Reformation, 
and in defeating a Proteſtant Succeſſion on the 
f Weed that the ſolemn promiſes, upon which they 
with us to place moſt truſt, are very weak and un- 
certain ; and that no confideratrons, even of private 
intereſt, can reſtrain their Princes, when they have 
it in their power, from violating our laws and liber- 
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ties, if ſo it be that the ſupreme Head of their church 2 Then. 
(who claims a dominion over all kings and ſtates) + 


ſhall require their aſſiſtance : and ſhall, as Vicar- 


general upon earth, over all the kingdoms of Gop and Rev. xi. 5. 


of his CHRIST, command their implicit obedience, 


under all the terrors of this and the next world. 
IT 
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Ir is very ſtrange, that others ſhould be thus de- 
luded by falſe principles, while we pay ſo little re- 
gard to the influence of true. It is amazing, that 
numbers are ſo blinded with the gilded pageantries 
of Popery, while we are not animated by the rea- 
ſonableneſs and primitive purity of the Goſpel; that 

2 Tim, iii. numbers ſhould be ſo zealous about the forms of god- 
5. lineſt, and we ſo lulewarm about the power-of it: or 
ſo wicked as to deny both the doctrines and divine 
authority of bur blefſed Lord and Saviour. % wy 3 


LET us be berüded to i theſ fun Ne im- 
portant truths ſeriouſly to heart. Let us earneſtly 
endeavour to keep our government in church and 


ſtate fixed on thoſe fou ndations whereon it now 
ſtandeth ſure. 189 D £14 2, 0 
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AND may that Gop, who * Wahn and won- 
derfully protected us in the days of darkneſs and di. 

treſs, of his infinite mercy grant, that the fury of 

Matt. xvi. Rebellion may never prevail againſt it! Ma his 
15. preſent gracious Majefty (who is univerſally remark- 
able for the goodneſs and nobleneſs of his: nature; 

and who, by the bleffing of 8 has excted- 

ed all his predeceſſors in length of days) poſſeſs to the 

end of his life the hearts of a faithfal and obedient 
people! And may there never be wanting one of 

his Illuſtrious Family to convey the happineſs of our 

civil and religious conſtitution (not enfeebled by Ar- 
'bitrary Power, nor corrupted... nor 
diſordered by Enthufiaſm);freny $rnetuti 

ration of our A YT 15 Wt, N a 
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